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expenditure of time and energy. Here again we come to the
"mortal god". Leviathan. He knows nothing of indirect powers,
only the one indivisible power and responsibility, administered by
a great exclusive hierarchy. In the effort to achieve this "practical
solution" representatives of the most various political tendencies
find themselves in agreement with the bureaucratism that plans a
new absolutism as a "neutral State".
The demand for impartiality, for dealing with each case on its
merits, is intelligible and just. For each problem there exists the
best solution, which is only to be found with the aid of a know-
ledge of the circumstances, not in the play of party politics and of
the conciliation of interests. This brings us logically to the
administration State, to bureaucratic rule, to State technocracy.
But where it is not desired to replace the indirect authorities
entirely and at a stroke by the absolute State, the expedient is
chosen of replacing at least the multiplicity of parties by a single
party. If the parties are prevented from carrying on their
agitation and intrigues on behalf of private interests, it is felt that a
great step has been taken toward the impartial conduct of
politics.
The single party comes into existence as a sort of trainer for
total absolutism, with the fictitious function of a second, supervis-
ing authority alongside the actually deciding power of the State.
Is the single parry really a trustee for the people? The function
Hitler gave it was not merely that of a machinery of supervision
but that of a safety-valve for pressure from below, a corrective for
the authoritarian initiative, the instrument of a permanent
plebiscite. Thus, after all, plebiscitarian Gaesarism is a sort of
democratic form of the Leviathan-State, not its logical completion.
Athalie is not an evil tyrant; she is an absolute ruler who works
for the best, as she sees it, with understanding and a sense of
responsibility to her people. In the human, earthly sense, she is a
lofty example of the strong and self-assured individuality that has
no need of gods. She is not a tyrant of set purpose or out of
egoistic lust for power. In a human and rationalist sense she is
right in ruling as she does.
Leviathan is a specious tempter, because his principles are